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persuaded the commandant of the place to send her
with an escort to the court of Charles VII., how she
won over the young king and obtained a troop of
knights, at the head of which she entered besieged
Orleans; how she raised the siege and led Charles VII.
to Rheims to be crowned.

These unexpected successes gave to all her con-
temporaries the impression that Joan of Arc was sup-
ported by a supernatural power, The partisans of
Charles VII. believed that she was a saint sent from
God; the English and their partisans declared that
she was a sorceress sent from the devil. When they
had succeeded in taking her prisoner it was as heretic
and sorceress that she was accused. She was judged
by the tribunal of the Bishop of Beauvais, and ques-
tioned by a great number of doctors of theology who
sought to catch her. In that examination, where she
showed such good sense and such gentle firmness even
to the end, which made whoever approached her adore
her, she was forced to answer concerning her senti-
ments with regard to the English. "God," said she,
"sent me to aid the King of France." "Do Saint
Catherine /and Saint Margaret hate the English?"
"They love whomsoever our Lord loves, and hate
those whom He hates." "Does God hate the English ?"
"Concerning the love or the hatred which God has for
the English I know nothing; but I do know that they
will be driven from France, save those who will perish
there."

By the burning of Joan of Arc the English had
hoped to give the idea that she was a sorceress. Her
execution had the contrary effect. "We are lost/'